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a hesitating and "unreliable" Sarajevo ex-schoolmaster
with three weak-kneed local recruits. If it had not been
for the first three, and for the excellent chance opportunity
afforded by the mistake of the Archduke's chauffeur in
turning into the Francis Josef Street and stopping just
at the point where Princip happened to be standing, it
is altogether probable that there would have been no
assassination.
ME. PASHITCH, THE NARODNA ODBRANA AND THE
"BLACK HAND"
Some indication has already been given in the preceding
chapter of the activity of the Narodna Odbrana and the
"Black Hand/' and of the probable cognizance of a plot on
the part of Mr. Pashitch and some members of his Cabinet.
But to understand more adequately the responsibility of
Serbia something further must be said concerning the rela-
tion of these two Serbian organizations to one another and
to the Serbian Government.
The Serbian Government may be regarded as responsible
for the activities of the Narodna Odbrana. This society
was publicly organized by prominent Serbians, including
some members of the Serbian Cabinet of 1908. Its central
committee sat in the Serbian capital and its president was
General Jankovitch. Its statutes were published, and its
activities, alleged to be "cultural," were publicly approved
'by members of the Serbian Government, with which it re-
mained on intimate and friendly terms. It was organized
originally to prepare forcible means for preventing Austria
from carrying through her policy of annexing Bosnia and
Herzegovina. But after the crisis of March, 1909, when
Russia failed to back up Serbian hopes, and Serbia was
forced to make to Austria her promise to live on good and
neighborly terms, the Narodna Odbrana ostensibly changed
its aims from the use of force against Austria to the "cul'